
 

 

 
 

Agritourism: How to Be a Good Neighbor   
 

The Florida Agritourism Association encourages our members to offer a fun, safe and 
welcoming environment. As you read these questions, think about your employees, your 
guests’ experiences, and any impacts your agritourism activities may have on your 
neighbors. The best way to be a good neighbor is to be proactive. 
 
This document is simply to be used by our members as a guide with questions to 
consider as you evaluate your impact on neighbors.   
 
Additionally, we share the Agritourism Statutes, the Right to Farm Act and Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration guidelines for you to consider as an operator and an 
employer.  
 
Essential Questions 
 

• Are you proposing to operate an agritourism activity on land that currently has an 
Agricultural Classification (“greenbelt”) as designated by your county property 
appraiser?  

• What activities, services and/or products are you planning to offer? 

• How many guests will you accommodate? 

• Do your activities fall within the definition of “agritourism activity” under section 
570.86(1), Florida Statutes?  

 
Good Neighbor Practices 
 

• Have you established channels of communication that encourage neighbors to 
bring any concerns to your attention for resolution?  

• Do you seek and listen to feedback? 

• How will you respond to feedback and/or complaints? 
 
Noise 
 

• Will your agritourism activities generate noise above that of existing farming 
operations? 

• How will you address any noise created by your agritourism activities? 

• Have you considered any noise that may extend beyond your property 
boundaries? 

• Have you researched any local noise ordinances that may apply to your farm? 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0500-0599/0570/Sections/0570.85.html
https://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2021/823.14
https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs
https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs
https://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2021/193.461
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0500-0599/0570/Sections/0570.86.html


 

 

o If applicable, do you have a current copy of your local noise ordinances? 
 
Traffic 
 

• Have you considered the possible effects of traffic related to your agritourism 
activities? 

• How will your agritourism activities impact the usage of the road and its 
maintenance?  

o Is it a private or public road?  

• Are there ingress and/or egress limitations such as a railroad crossing, traffic 
lights, etc.?   

• Can you efficiently evacuate the activities if necessary? 

• Have you addressed fire-police-emergency medical access to your event?  
 
Parking 
 

• Do you have parking on site for your agritourism activities?   
o If not, do you have a plan B for overflow parking that does not impede 

traffic on public roadways? 
o If offsite parking is required, do you have a plan to safely convey 

attendees to and from the activities? 

• How will you monitor your parking? 

• Do you have entry/exit points? 

• Are your parking areas well marked? 

• Can you accommodate drivers with handicapped parking permits? 

• Do you have lighting in your parking area if operating after dark? 

• Consider parking area safety. 
 

Lighting 
 

• Have you considered any impact of lighting that extends beyond your property 
boundary?  

• Have you researched any local ordinances related to lighting that may apply to 
your activities? 

• What steps could you take to mitigate light intrusion onto neighboring properties? 

• Have you considered scaling any lighting to the size and location of your 
agritourism activity/activities and the adjacent land uses? 

 
Other possible questions to consider 
 

• Have you considered any other offsite impacts (i.e., dust) above that of the 
normal farming operation that may carry beyond your property boundaries?  

• How will you manage trash and litter that may be associated with your activities? 

• Have you considered additional local or state permitting, licensing, and testing 
requirements that may apply? 

• Have you considered how your farm is viewed by your neighbors? 
 

Our goal is to help you make your farm and its agritourism operation successful. An 
important part of this is taking measures to be a good neighbor. 


